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Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 

Introduction to Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other 
Programs 
  
  
Fellowships are standard grants made to organizations or individuals at the graduate and/or 
postdoctoral level and normally to support research and training. For the postdoctoral level, 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) supports research in science disciplines. 
  
The purpose of the application is to enable applicants to easily find a program for 
application. Postdoctoral Fellowship applications will be submitted using the Proposal 
Preparation application on FastLane.  
  
The FastLane systems support proposal preparation and submission for Postdoctoral 
Fellowships. However, you must first register through the Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Registration system (https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/n1/N1IndvReg.html). 
  
Access the Postdoctoral Fellowships from the FastLane Home Page screen as seen in the 
red circle on Figure 1. Select Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs from the 
list of FastLane options just below the FastLane logo. 
  

 
  

Figure 1  FastLane Home Page. The Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 
menu selection is circled in red. 

  
That selection takes you to the Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen 
(Figure 2). 
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Figure 2  Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen. 
  
From that menu, you can select: 
  

•         I am an Applicant—Takes you to the NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other 
Programs screen 

  
•         I am a Sponsoring Scientist—Takes you to the NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and 

Other Programs screen 
  

•         I am a Letter of Reference Writer—Takes you to the Write a Letter of Reference 
screen 

  
•         Individual Registration—Takes you to the Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 

screen 
  

•         PI/Co-PI Login Page—Takes you to the Proposals, Awards and Status screen 
  

•         Available Programs—Takes you to the NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other 
Programs screen 

  
Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs is the module where applicants and sponsoring 
scientists acquire an overview of the postdoctoral programs NSF offers (Table 1). 
  

Table 1  Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs Applications 
  

Application Who Activity 
I am an Applicant Applicant Find the information on one of the postdoctoral 
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and other programs, including instructions for 
applying. 

I am a Sponsoring 
Scientist 

Sponsoring 
Scientist 

Find the information on one of the postdoctoral 
and other programs and special information for 
Sponsoring Scientists. 

I am a Letter of 
Reference Writer 

Letter of 
Reference 
Writer 

Prepare and submit to NSF a Letter of 
Reference and a rating sheet for a postdoctoral 
Fellowship applicant. 

Individual Registration Applicant Register with FastLane as an individual 
(required for preparing a proposal for a 
Postdoctoral Fellowship). 

PI/Co-PI Login Page Applicant Log in screen for Proposals, Awards, and 
Status to prepare a proposal, once you have 
registered with FastLane. 

Available Programs Applicant 
and 
Sponsoring 
Scientist 

Find information on all available programs with 
Postdoctoral Fellowships. 

  
Working in Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs does not require registration with 
FastLane; however, preparing and submitting a proposal for a postdoctoral fellowship does 
require registration with FastLane. 
  
The following persons work in Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs: 
  

• Applicant—Individual with a doctoral degree who is seeking a fellowship 
  

• Letter of Reference Writer—Individual who has been asked by an applicant 
to submit a letter of reference to NSF concerning the applicant 
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NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 
This screen lists the variable available Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs. 
Researchers can apply for the following fellowships through the National Science 
Foundation: 
  

•         American Competitiveness in Chemistry-Fellowship (ACC-F) 
  
•         CEDAR, GEM and SHINE Postdoctoral Research 
  
•         East Asia and Pacific Summer Institutes for U.S. Graduate Students (EAPSI)   
  
•         International Research Fellowship Program 

  
•         Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowships (MSPRF) 

  
•         NSF Astronomy and Astrophysics Postdoctoral Fellowships (AAPF) 

  
•         NSF Earth Sciences Postdoctoral Fellowships (EAR-PF) 

  
•         Postdoctoral Fellowships in Polar Regions Research 

  
•         Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in Biology 

  
•         SBE Minority Postdoctoral Research Fellowships and Follow-up Research Starter 

Grants 
  
•         Science, Technology, and Society (STS) 

  
When you select one of the above links, it takes you to that program’s description page. 

General Process 
  
To apply for a fellowship, you must do the following: 
  

1. Register as an independent researcher with the Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
system. 
2. Print and read the program solicitation. 

3. Review the program details. 
4. Prepare the documents. 
5. Access Proposal Preparation through the FastLane Proposals, Awards and Status 

module. 
  

See also: 
  

• Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
  

• How to Apply (for Applicants) 
  

• View Past Award Winners 
  

• View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
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• Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
To view award-specific program announcements, do the following: 
  

1. Access FastLane and select the Postdoctoral Fellowships application (see Introduction 
to Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs). 

  
2. Select the I am an Applicant GO button. The NSF Postdoctoral Research 

Fellowships and Other Programs screen (Figure 1) displays with a variable list of 
available fellowships. 

  

 
  

Figure 1  List of NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs currently 
available. 
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3. Select the GO button for the program you are interested in viewing (e.g., 

Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowships). Information on 
that program displays (Figure 2). 

  

 
  

Figure 2  Program information for Applicants and Available Programs selection. 
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Each of these pages has the following links: 
  
a.      Program Announcement 
  
b.      How to Apply (for Applicants and Available Programs selection) or 
  
c.      How to Prepare Statement (for Sponsoring Scientist selection) 
  
d.      Past Awards 
  

4. Select the GO button for Program Announcement. The program’s information screen 
displays (see Figure 3). 
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Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
   
To register as an independent researcher with the Postdoctoral Fellowship system, do the 
following: 
  
Access the Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration system 
(https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/n1/N1IndvReg.html) (Figure 1) in the following way: 
  

 
  

Figure 1  New Individual Registration Request screen. 
  
Link directly to the application (https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/n1/N1IndvReg.html). The 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration screen displays as in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2  Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration screen. 
  

1. Select the Continue button (Figure 2). The Rules of Behavior screen displays (see 
Figure 3). 

  

 
  

Figure 3  Rules of Behavior screen. 
  



Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 

11 

2. Check the I have read and accept the Rules of Behavior box on the Rules of 
Behavior screen. 

3. Select the Accept button on the Rules of Behavior screen. The New Individual 
Registration Request screen displays (Figure 1). 

4. Complete the New Individual Registration Request screen’s required fields 
[noted with an asterisk (*)] as seen in Figure 4. 

  

 
  

Figure 4  New Individual Registration Request screen. 
  

5. Select the Submit button (Figure 4). The New Individual Registration Request 
screen returns with the information you entered (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5   Fellowship Individual Registration screen with the form completed. 
  

6. Select the Approve button (Figure 5). A screen displays (Figure 6) with a message 
that you are registered successfully. 
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Figure 6   Postdoctoral Registration confirmation screen. 
  

7. Select the Continue button (Figure 6). The FastLane Home Page screen displays 
(Figure 7). 

  

 
  

Figure 7  FastLane Home Page screen.  Proposals, Awards and Status is circled in 
red. 

  
8. Select Proposals, Awards and Status (as seen in Figure 7). The Proposals, Awards 

and Status screen displays (Figure 8). 
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Figure 8   Proposals, Awards and Status screen. The PI/Co-PI login section is 
circled in red. 

  
9. Complete the PI/Co-PI log in information (Figure 8). Select the Log In button. The 

first time you log in, a change password screen displays. 
  

 
  

Figure 9  Change Password screen for a first-time PI/Co-PI user. 
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10. Enter a new password and then select the OK button (Figure 9). The What Do You 
Want To Work On? screen displays (Figure 10). 

  

 
  
Figure 10   What Do You Want To Work On? screen. Proposal Functions is circled in 

red. 
  

11. Select the Proposal Functions link. The Proposal Functions screen displays 
(Figure 11). 

  

 
  

Figure 11     Proposal Functions screen.  Proposal Preparation is circled in red. 
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12. Select the Proposal Preparation link (Figure 11). The Principal Investigator 

(PI) Information screen (Figure 12) displays. 
13. On the Principal Investigator (PI) Information screen, scroll down and check 

your information. Your organization must have you listed as an individual researcher. 
Your organization code will begin with a "P." 

  

 
  
Figure 12  Principal Investigator (PI) Information screen. The Organization code is 

circled in red. 
  

14. Review your information (Figure 12).  If it is not correct, select the Edit button and 
update your information.  When you have completed the changes, select the Save 
button to continue. 

15. See Prepare a Proposal for instructions on how to prepare a proposal for your 
selected fellowship. 

  
See also: 

• How to Apply (for Applicants) 
• How to Apply (for Sponsoring Scientists) 
• View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
• Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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How to Apply (for Applicants) 
  

1. Access FastLane and select NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 
(see Introduction_to_Postdoctoral_Fellowship_and_Other_Programs). 

  
2. Select the GO button for I am an Applicant. The NSF Postdoctoral Research 

Fellowships and Other Programs screen displays (Figure 1) with a list of available 
fellowships. 

  

 
  

Figure 1  List of NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs currently 
available. 
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3. Select the GO button of the program you are interested in viewing (e.g., 
Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowships). A screen displays 
(Figure 2) with information on that fellowship. 

  
  

 
  

Figure 2  Program announcement for Applicants. 
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4. Select the GO button for How to Apply (Figure 2). A screen displays (Figure 3) with 

specific instructions for how to apply for that particular fellowship. 
  

 
  

Figure 3    Specific application instructions for Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowships. 

  
5. Note that the fourth step is Individual Registration. This will apply to all of the 

fellowships. 
  
See also: 

•    How to Apply (for Sponsoring Scientists) 
  

•         Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
  

•         View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
  

•         Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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How to Apply (for Sponsoring Scientists) 
  

1. Access FastLane and select NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 
(see Introduction_to_Postdoctoral_Fellowship_and_Other_Programs). 

  
2. Select the GO button for I am a Sponsoring Scientist. The NSF Postdoctoral 

Research Fellowships and Other Programs screen displays (Figure 1) with a list 
of available fellowships. 

  

 
  

Figure 1  List of NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs currently 
available. 
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3. Select the GO button of the program you are interested in viewing (e.g., 

Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowships). A screen displays 
(Figure 2) with information on that program. 

  

 
  

Figure 2   Program announcement for Sponsoring Scientists. 
  

4. Select the GO button for How to Prepare Statement (Figure 2). A screen displays 
(Figure 3) with specific instructions on how to prepare a statement for that particular 
fellowship. 
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Figure 3  Specific application instructions for Sponsoring Scientist Statement for 
Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowships. 

  
See also: 
•         Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 

  
•         How to Apply (for Applicants) 

  
•         View Award-Specific Program Announcement 

  
•         Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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Write a Letter of Reference 
  

1. If you have been asked to supply a letter of reference for an applicant, either the 
applicant will send you the necessary information to enter this function, or FastLane 
will send you an e-mail similar to the one shown in Figure 1. 

  

 
  

Figure 1  A FastLane-generated email to a Letter of Reference Writer, with 
necessary login information. 

  
2. Access FastLane and select NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 

(see Introduction to Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs). The NSF 
Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen displays (Figure 2). 

  

     
  

Figure 2   NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen. The I am a 
Letter of Reference Writer link is circled. 
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3. Select the GO button for I am a Letter of Reference Writer. The Letter of 

Reference login screen displays (Figure 3). 
  

 
  

Figure 3  Letter of Reference login screen. 
  

4. Enter your last name, the temporary proposal number, and password (get this 
information from the NSF Postdoctoral Research Fellowship applicant or from the 
FastLane e-mail described in Step 1), and then select Create/Submit Letter of 
Reference (Figure 3). The first time you use the password, a Change Password 
screen displays (Figure 4). 

  

 
  

Figure 4  Change Password screen. 
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5. Type in your new password (Figure 4). The next message verifies your email address 
(Figure 5). 

  

 
  

Figure 5  E-mail verification message. 
  

6. Select the Yes button (Figure 5). The Letter of Reference Instructions screen 
displays (Figure 6). 
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Figure 6  Letter of Reference instructions screen. The Step 1 GO button is circled in 
red. 
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7. Select the GO button for Step 1 Rating (Figure 6). You may also wish to view the 
Program Information (Figure 7). 
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Figure 7  Program information. 

  
8. If you selected the Go button for Step 1, the Letter of Reference Rating Sheet 

screen displays (Figure 8). 
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Figure 8  Letter of Reference Rating Sheet screen. 
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9. Make sure your name and title information are correct (Figure 9). 

  

 
  

Figure 9  Referee’s name and title information. 
  

10. Make sure your institution name, department, and contact information are correct 
(Figure 10). 

  

 
  

Figure 10  Referee’s institution name and contact information. 
  

11. Indicate how long you have known the applicant in years and months (Figure 11). 
  

 
  

Figure 11  How long have you known the Applicant. 
  

12. Indicate in what capacity you have known the applicant (as an undergraduate, 
research assistant, by reputation only, etc.) (Figure 12). 

  

 
  

Figure 12  In what capacity have you known the Applicant. 
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13. Select a rating for the applicant based on what you know of the applicant’s work 
(Figure 13). 

  

 
  

Figure 13  Rating for the Applicant. 
  

14. Indicate whether or not you want your identity held in confidence (Figure 14). 
  

 
  

Figure 14  Indicate level of confidentiality you desire. 
  

15. To complete the rating, select the Save button (Figure 15). The Step 1 Rating 
Saved screen displays (Figure 16) with the notation that the Rating has been saved. 

  

 
  

Figure 15  Select the Save button (circled in red) to complete the Rating. 
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Figure 16   Step 1 Rating Saved screen with the Rating listed as saved. 
  

16. Select the OK button to go on to the next step (Figure 16). The Step 2 Letter 
 screen displays (Figure 17). 
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Figure 17   Step 2 Letter screen. 
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17. Prepare your letter in your word-processing program and upload it (see Upload a File 
for instructions) (Figure 17). After you have uploaded the file, the Step 2 Letter 
Uploaded screen displays (Figure 18). 

  

 
  

Figure 18  Step 2 Letter Uploaded screen with the Letter of Reference listed as 
saved. 

  
18. If you are certain that your rating sheet and letter are what you want to send, select 

OK (Figure 18) to submit your letter of reference—no further corrections can be 
made. A screen displays (Figure 19) with confirmation that the reference has been 
submitted successfully. 
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Figure 19   Step 3 Reference Submitted screen with confirmation that the 
Reference has been submitted. 

  
19. Select OK to return to the Letter of Reference screen. The Letter of Reference 

screen displays (Figure 20) with all of the Letter of Reference components listed as 
completed. 
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Figure 20  Letter of Reference screen with all of the Letter of Reference 
components listed as completed. 

  
20. You can select GO to view and/or print the rating and letter. 
21. Select the Go Back button to exit the Letter of Reference function. 

  
See also: 

•  Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
  

• View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
  

• How to Apply (for Applicants) 
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• Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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View Past Award Winners 
If available, to view the past award recipients of each postdoctoral fellowship, do the 
following: 
  

1. Access FastLane and select the NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other 
Programs (see Introduction to Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs). 

  
2. Select the GO button for Available Programs. The NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships 

and Other Programs screen (Figure 1) displays with a list of available fellowships. 
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Figure 1  List of NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs currently 
available. 

  
3. Select the GO button for the program you are interested in viewing past winners of. 

  
4. Select the  GO button for Past Awards. The past award winners page displays (Figure 

2). 
  

 
  

Figure 2   The Past Award Winners page displays 
  

See also: 
•  Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 

  
• View Award-Specific Program Announcement 

  
• How to Apply (for Applicants) 

  
• Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
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Postdoctoral Fellowship Contacts 
  

1. Access FastLane and select NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs 
(see Introduction to Postdoctoral Fellowship and Other Programs). The NSF 
Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen displays (Figure 1) . 

  
2. Select the Postdoctoral Research Fellowships Contacts link (Figure 1) for the 

current listing of contacts. 
  

 
  

Figure 1  NSF Postdoctoral Fellowships and Other Programs screen. The 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowships Contacts link is circled in red. 

  
See also: 

•  Postdoctoral Fellowship Registration 
  

• View Award-Specific Program Announcement 
  

• How to Apply (for Applicants) 
  

• View Past Award Winners 
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